
It’s a dilemma, for most 
people, to choose between 
the cruising comfort of 
a cabin and the sheer 
practicality and passenger-

carrying capacity of a bowrider. 
Now you don’t have to, because 
Chaparral, always the innovators, 
have come up with a boat that 
has a foot firmly in both camps. 
The 327 SSX is a bowrider, a 
big bowrider, with a cabin, a 
separate heads compartment, a 
small galley area and loads and 
loads of open-air seating. If you 
like entertaining, you’ll love the 
SSX, and if you fancy going away 
for the weekend, just the two of 

you, it can do that too.
 Quite why nobody had thought 
of it before I don’t know, but 
when Chaparral first unveiled 
their idea in 2012 it was heralded 
as a breakthrough and won 
loads of industry awards. Since 
then, others have jumped on 
the bandwagon, but Chaparral 
have upped their game to stay 
ahead of the pack, and this 2014 
model sports electric gadgetry 
galore – from the electric 
flushing toilet through to the 
electric sunbed and the electric 
windlass. You had better make 
sure your batteries are in top 
order with so much demand on 

them, especially as the fridge 
and music system are likely to be 
working overtime with all your 
friends, including all those new-
found friends you didn’t know 
you had, popping over for a glass 
of rosé cava.
 You will be able to 
accommodate them too – with 
seating certified for 16 there is 
bound to be a perennial party 
atmosphere. Catering for the 
crowd is taken care of courtesy 
of the cockpit wet bar and fridge, 
backed up by the insulated 
storage in all the forward 
compartments – and each one 
is insulated and fitted with an 
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    327 SSX The Chaparral 327 SSX is the first full-beam 

cabin in a bowrider that the world has ever seen! 
Simon Everett steps aboard …

Length overaLL: 9.91m max power: 760hp price: From £179,225 including VAT contact: www.idealboat.com
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Futuristic helm station blends symmetry with efficiency.

A boat built for socialising and cruising wouldn’t 
be complete without wet bar and fridge.

A bowrider with a seperate proper heads and 
shower compartment You better believe it!

Beautifully upholstered throughout.

Built in windlass and remote 
searchlight

The main cockpit is very versatile with the L-shaped settee converting to a full length lounger at the flick of a switch.

Aft facing seat with a wide swimming platform. Ideal for getting rigged up.With 640hp on tap the 327 SSX is no slouch

SNAPSHOT Onboard the Chaparral 327 SSX

overside drain. So it is obvious 
that the makers see this boat as 
an upmarket party boat with the 
sporting style associated with 
sports cruisers and high-end 
bowriders.
 Substance is matched with 
designed style and attention 
to detail – just look at how the 
profile of the seat backs mirrors 
the Z of the targa top. This is 
one of the benefits of doing 
everything in-house, rather 

market an open boat is aimed 
at, a galley is not high on the list 
anyway; the wet bar and fridge 
in the cockpit are much more on 
the mark, as is the aft seat that 
lies flat to create a sunbed, with 
a lift-up backrest for lounging 
and reading at the same time. 
The remainder of the aft seating 
services the dining table that 
stows in the massive ‘basement’, 
which is large enough to stow a 
tender or a host of toys.
 Befitting of a top-end model, 
she is fitted with a pair of 
MerCruiser 377 MAG 6.2-litre 
V8 engines that between them 
release some 640hp, although 
the boat will take 760hp in its 
most fearsome guise. The 377s 

With seating certified for 16 there is bound to be a perennial party atmosphere.

than having some of the work 
outsourced. Chaparral have 
their own workshop for every 
aspect of the build – not just the 
laminating shop, but a dedicated 
upholstery workshop to produce 
the really comfortable and 
high-quality seating. Likewise, 
the stainless steel windscreen 
surround and other stainless 
fittings are made in-house, 
so they fit perfectly, every 
time. These things do make a 

difference. My only gripe with 
the double bolster seating at the 
windscreen is that they aren’t 
split, so both parties have to have 
the same seating arrangement. 
But it is minor in the grand 
scheme of things and the actual 
comfort level is excellent, with 
firm foam and thick, durable 
vinyl used for the covers, and 
the additional detailing of the 
diamond pattern stitched into the 
seat backs.

 The way the designers have 
woven the requirements together 
without losing the sleek lines is 
clever. ‘Bijou’ is a word an estate 
agent might use to describe it, 
but to create standing headroom 
in the cabin over the settee, 
and in the heads and shower 
compartment, is great use of 
the space. The galley is only a 
microwave, but there is plenty 
of room if you wanted to add a 
burner at a later date. For the 
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The way the designers 
have woven the 

requirements together 
without losing the 
sleek lines is clever.
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thumbs up
 Innovative layout
 Handling and performance
 economical running

thumbs down
 Solid bolster squabs on twin seats
 Minimal galley

WHAT WE THOUGHT

were gutsy enough to lift the 
not inconsiderable mass of the 
327 SSX onto the plane in just 
4 seconds, with full tanks too. 
Impressive figures came from 
an equally impressive driving 
experience – you can chuck her 
around like a true sports boat, 
and on almost new engines 
we saw 41.6 knots without 
getting to full throttle. Because 
this boat was actually sold and 
had less than 4 hours on it 
when we returned, respect for 

SPEcificATiONS
LOA: 9.91m (32ʹ 6ʺ)
Beam: 3.05m (10ʹ 0ʺ)
Weight:  4627kg (10,200lb)
Fuel:  550 litres (146 gals)
Deadrise:  22 degrees
Max HP: 760
Max persons: 16

PricE
From: £179,225 (inc. VAt)

cONTAcT
Ideal Boat Company
the powerboat Centre
pwllheli Marina
pwllheli LL53 5Yt
tel: 01758 703013 or 07813 581937
email: sales@idealboat.com
www.idealboat.com

The twin 377 Mags slot neatly into the engine bay with plenty of room to spare for working on them.

someone else’s boat had to take 
precedence, hence the true top 
speed was never achieved. Let’s 
just say it was ‘adequate’. 
 Cruising at an economical 
3100rpm saw 23.5 knots, but 

PErfOrmANcE
rpm speed (knots)
600  idle 1.0
1000 3.0
2000 6.2
2800 plane 13.3
3000 18.0
3100 cruise 23.5
3500 30.1
4000 37.0
5500 41.6

The cabin is as spacious as many sports cruisers, just with less headroom.

The LED deck lighting is an excellent finishing touch.

SNAPSHOT Below Deck: Chaparral 327 SSX

Chaparral 327 SSX TEST

remained calm and unflustered 
– this is a well-found hull that 
handles predictably and easily. 
Chaparral have always produced 
good hulls with classic lines, and 
this one is no exception with its 
ever-changing bevel and its soft-
riding 22-degree deadrise. Those 
who choose a bowrider probably 
aren’t going to go out in really 
rough conditions, so the hull will 
cope with more sea than the 
occupants need in reality. 
 The helm station is impressive, 
with an upholstered shade 
to help keep the glare off 
the instruments. The three-
spoke wheel has the Garmin 
chartplotter ahead of it and is 
surrounded by backlit switches 
in two columns, which are in 
turn flanked by aviation-style 
clocks. It is one of the smartest 
helms I have seen – compact but 
fully featured. The fly-by-wire 
throttles are silky smooth and are 
linked to the joystick for fingertip 
control when manoeuvring. 
Simply rotate the knob of the 
joystick and the boat spins on 
her own axis; push forward to go 
ahead and even crab sideways if 
you push the joystick sideways. 
It gives the sterndrive boat the 
manoeuvrability of jet drives.
 The Chaparral 327 SSX is a 
hybrid boat between a sports 
cruiser and a bowrider, and as 
anyone who does any breeding 
knows, blending blood results 
in hybrid vigour that creates a 
stronger cross-breed than the 
pedigree parents. 

Economy
With full tanks at the start, after 
3.7 hours including high-speed 
runs we topped her up and she 
took 90.7 litres in total. The twin 
6.2-litre 377 MAG engines run 
through Bravo III legs and the 
fuel tanks hold 580 litres. 

by 3500 we were doing 30 
knots with a long, easy gait 
that would see a passage off in 
comfort. What really impressed 
me was the way she responded 
to the helm and even at speed 

… this is a well-found 
hull that handles 
predictably and 

easily.

What really impressed me was the way she 
responded to the helm and even at speed 

remained calm and unflustered …

The main under deck stowage is as big as a basement flat. You could easily stow a 
small inflatable tender in here.
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Workforce Socks Workforce socks offer a diverse sock range 
designed to provide the perfect solution to the problems of uncomfortable feet 
experienced by many when they are working outside or in challenging circumstances. 
Owned by sock specialists, SockShop, the classic Workforce range includes a variety 
of styles including Wellington boot, rigger boot and protective knee socks. Practicality 
is always a priority and Workforce guarantees to provide a hard working sock that 
doesn’t compromise on style or comfort.  

1

Workforce

www.workforcesocks.co.uk  Thermal tops: http://ow.ly/AQeGR

TOG rating of
2.14 to 2.40

Thermal Base Layer
On top of their extensive sock range, Workforce 
offer a thermal base layer collection – perfect 
for power boaters and RIB enthusiasts! The 
range has been developed to provide a warm 
thermal layer for people at work in many 
industries and are especially good when out 
on the water. All items have a TOG rating 
ranging from 2.14 to 2.40 and are designed to 
provide protection and comfort to the wearer 
enhancing their performance whatever the 
weather. Whether it’s for work or for recreation, 
this Workforce thermal top will keep you warm 
and comfortable. With a Brushed soft inner and 
2.1g thermal weight, this ribbed design base 
layer is best for colder temperatures.

Promotion: Long sleeved thermal layer top available in sizes S,M,L,XXL., while stocks last RRP £12.00 each. 
One ONLY per subscriber, Choice of three colours; grey, navy or white.

Available 
in three 
colours

3

2

Brushed 
soft inner

Get your

FREEThermal Top
Now!

Thermal base layer
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