
Finnmaster Pilot 7.0
A well-equipped sportsfisher with a solid build. 

tested
MONTHLYBOATS

“We love the 
reverse sheer 
windscreen ”

20 July 2013

It may look sparse but the Pilot 7.0’s cabin is simple, clean and effective 

Nick says...
Finnmaster 
inject some 
clever thinking 
into a market 
segment 
dominated by 
the French. We 

head for the Finnish archipelago 
to try out one of the first off the 
production line.

The Peche Promenade 
style of boat is as simple 
as it is French. Our Gallic 
cousins virtually own 
this market sector via 

the Bénéteau Antarès and 
Jeanneau Merry Fisher models. 

Breaking into such an established 
sector with something new and 
different is a serious challenge, so 
when Finnmaster invited us to test 
its brand new Pilot 7.0, we were 
intrigued to discover just what it 
had come up with.

Hook line and sinker
Most of the more successful 
sportsfisher elements we have seen 
over the years have been worked in. 
An offset superstructure delivers a 
deeply bulwarked 10in-wide 
starboard side deck that sweeps up 
to the foredeck, making this an 
incredibly safe area to use. A double 
seat just ahead of the windscreen 
provides an inviting place to sit and 
is designed to be a useful, useable, 
extension to the cockpit.

As ever with this style of boat, the 
cockpit is a simple square open area 
allowing plenty of space for fishing 
and watersports. Finnmaster has 
added lift up seats to the deep slim 
coamings, while the aft corners 
either side of the outboard engine 
well also infill for further seating. In 
the centre, a large hatch reveals a 
similarly huge lazarette, and a 
wooden folding cockpit table and 
leg are strapped in place, ready to 
be deployed to further enhance the 
social aspect of the cockpit. There’s 

The main difference is obvious as 
soon as you clap eyes on it. While 
the fundamental layout of a 
wheelhouse and cockpit remains 
the same, a reverse sheer 
windscreen marks the Finnmaster 
out as a serious player.

“reverse sheer 
windscreen 

similarly huge lazarette, and a 
wooden folding cockpit table and 
leg are strapped in place, ready to 
be deployed to further enhance the 
social aspect of the cockpit. There’s 
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MBM SEATRIAL

FINNMASTER PILOT 7.0

FOR Sharp looks, sensible 
layout
AGAINST cavitation 
under hard cornering
VERDICT Some typically 
clean, thoughtful Scandi  
design makes this a great 
sportsfisher option 

CONCLUSION

�����MBM
rating

21

SPECIFICATION
LOA 21ft 8in (6.60m)
BEAM 8ft 2in (2.50m)
ENGINE Suzuki DF150 150hp outboard
PERFORMANCE
rpm knots lph gph mpg db
3000 12 15 3.3 3.6 72
3500 18 18 4.0 4.5 74
4000 20 22 4.8 4.1 76
4500 25 30 6.6 3.8 78
5000 29 39 8.6 3.4 80
5500 32 53 11.7 2.7 84
5750 33 57 12.5 2.6 81
PRICE  £29,375 inc VAT no engine

£36,995 inc VAT with 
Honda BF90 LRTU

£44,015 inc VAT with 
Suzuki DF150 (as tested)

ENQUIRIES www.idealboat.com
A wide bulwarked side deck and deeply-welled foredeck extend the boat’s use

A compact galley behind the helm

Open for fishing 
or add seats 
and a table for 
dayboating

A compact galley behind the helm

Open for fishing 
or add seats 
and a table for 
dayboating

Scan the QR 
code right 

to watch the 
video

bit.ly/18bMoHA

even the option of an external helm 
position, although limited forward 
visibility means that this is only 
suitable for low speed trolling work.

A sliding door separates the 
cockpit from the wheelhouse, and 
inside the layout is as simple and 
effective as the cockpit, with a 
comfortable bucket seat to port and 
starboard and a tiny galley and a 
small fold up seat just behind them. 
In the bow a U-shaped seating area 
infills to create a double berth with a 
sea toilet beneath the centre 
cushion, although with those big 
glass sliding doors, you’ll need to 
send everyone forward onto the 
foredeck if you want any privacy.

At the helm that reverse sheer 
windscreen offers excellent visibility 
that extends via slim mullions to 
both sides. In conjunction with the 
comfortable helm seat it makes for a 
confidence-inspiring drive whether 
pottering at tick over, or blasting 
back from a favourite fishing haunt 
at 30 knots courtesy of the Suzuki 
DF150 four-stroke on the transom. 
The outboard is reasonably quiet at 
low to medium speeds, although 
the open internal volume of the 
cuddy forward tends to amplify the 
noise of the water rushing past at 
higher speeds. The steering is low 
geared and light, but pushing the 

7.0 Pilot into a hard turn throws up 
some cavitation. This is often the 
case on larger cruising-style 
outboard craft and tinkering with 
the outboard set-up can usually 
help. Of course, this isn’t a 
sportsboat and driven normally 
cavitation is never an issue.

Finnmaster has clearly put a lot of 
thought into this boat and, courtesy 
of its sharp looks, practical layout 
and typically Finnish build quality, it 
comes well equipped to fight its 
way through the established 
sportsfisher names.
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