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Finnmaster Husky R8s Length (LOA): 7.60m / 24ft 11in
Beam: 2.48m / 8ft 2in
Displacement: 1,856kg 
Fuel capacity: 214 litres
Water capacity: n/a
RCD category: C
Engines as tested: 1 x 350hp Yamaha F350 
Other engine options: 1 x outboard 225hp-350hp
Price from £98,238 with Yamaha F300

BOAT TEST          
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In five years we have only ever tested 
one Aluminium hulled boat before, 
and that was the entry-level model 

to this month’s R8s. The R5 was a very 
competent, easy to drive, safe and fun 
package that was affordable as well as 
being tough and durable. I came away 
from that test thinking I needed an R5 in 
my life. Would the boat at the opposite 
end of the range deliver a scaled up 
performance, or would it have something 
more up its sleeve?
    The R8s is the flagship of a five-boat 
range of aluminium hulled bow riders. 
There is already an R8 in the range that 
uses the same hull and offers the same 
basic features, but the starting price of the 
‘s’ version is nearly £30k more than the 

a bowthruster, automatic trim, AV 
system, skiing bracket, matt black T 
Top and upgraded seats with adjustable 
suspension pedestals, amongst other 
things, as standard, as well as black rails, 
cleats and hull graphics.
    The layout of the R8s is basically a 
scaled up version of the other boats in the 
range. It is an open bow sportsboat with 
plenty of seating and enough standard 
and extra options to be whatever 
you want it to be. In the bow there is 
comfortable seating along the port side, 
with a large storage locker below and, in 
typical Scandinavian style, there is easy 
and safe access over the bow, thanks to an 
open rail with raised sections to steady 
your way, and a hidden bow ladder in the 
space below, that doubles as an anchor 
locker. Even the bow cushion has been 
cleverly designed so that a small section 

entry cost of the standard 
R8. Even comparing like 
for like, both with a 
300hp Yamaha on the 
transom, there is still a 
£27k premium, so what 
makes the ‘s’ version so 
special? Well, apart from 
the fact that you have 
the option of an extra 
50hp, like we did with 
our test boat, the rest 
is all about styling and 
additional equipment 
bolted on as standard. 
With the ‘s’ version 
you get a full canopy, 
upgraded upholstery, 

“We were blown away 
by the performance of 

this 25-foot Finnish 
aluminium sportster”

A real head turner with performance to match, we were loathed to relinquish the helm
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of it quickly flips over to reveal the non-
slip clad step below, without requiring 
complete removal. While we may not 
access our boats over the bow in quite the 
same way as our Nordic friends, this is still 
a useful feature when beaching or trailer 
launching. The starboard side of the bow 

is devoid of seating, leaving the helm with 
a clear view forward, but there is a useful 
pair of steps moulded just in front of the 
helm console to allow easy boarding over 
the starboard side.
    Moving back into the cockpit, you 
pass through an opening section of 
the windscreen, a lower bow door, and 
between the helm and navigator’s consoles. 
These both house huge storage lockers, the 
port side of which combines with the bow 
seat locker to allow storage of longer items. 

At the helm you get a superbly supportive 
bucket seat mounted on a standard shock-
absorbing pedestal. The seat is adjustable 
and comes with a lifting bolster. The 
console itself is well laid out, with an 
adjustable steering wheel, space for a large 
multi-function display and a few places 
to store your personal bits and bobs when 
underway. Your crew gets a matching 
seat and shock absorbing mount, a sturdy 
grab rail and arm rest and, again, plenty 
of storage for smaller items, including 
a generously sized glove box directly in 
front of them that also houses the controls 
for the standard fit audio system.
    Aft of the helm there is a very large 
U-shaped seating arrangement that could 
easily accommodate six of your rated nine 
crew. This area also converts surprisingly 
easily and quickly into a very large sunpad 

The port side bow seat offers copious storage 
below, which  extends into the port side console

The sunpad was quick and easy to deploy, but 
the cushions do eat into your cockpit stowage

“The R8s delivers 
as good a helming 

experience as you will 
encounter”
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like getting behind the wheel of a quality 
sports car, it just feels right. The seat is 
comfortable and supportive, the wheel 
and throttle are perfectly placed and the 
driving position feels spot on. Open the 
throttle and the comparison continues, as 
the 350 horses propel the Husky onwards 
like a pocket rocket. The boat is planing 
within three seconds, is doing 20 knots 
just three seconds later and a further three 

seconds finds you at 30 knots. Leave the 
throttle pinned and the R8s will reach 
almost 53 knots. The transition onto the 
plane, at around 3000rpm, does leave the 
bow a little high in the air, but this is so 
momentary that it barely registers.  Once 
over the hump, you can throttle back and 
maintain a full planing profile down to 
around 3000rpm. Up to this point the R8s 
needs no trim, but as the revs increase and 
the speed rises it responds well to around 
half trim at 4000rpm and three quarters 
trim at 5500rpm. We reached a top speed 
with 5700rpm, but it felt like there may 
have been just a little more to give, with 
a tad more trim, but we didn’t have flat 
enough waters on our test day to find out. 
    The R8s is a boat that you can, and 

“Raceboat attributes, 
350 horses propel this Husky 

onwards like a pocket rocket”

Impeccable helm aesthetics and 
Yamaha’s finest V8 combine to 
deliver a stunning driver’s boat

will, drive fast. 30 knots feels pedestrian 
and it cruises happily and comfortably 
in flat seas at 40 knots with no fuss at 
all and very little effort. It handles short 
chop really well and feels very composed, 
perfectly balanced and well set up. The tall 
windscreen offers good protection and the 
twin pantograph wipers maintain good 
visibility in spray or rain. The elbow rest 
next to the throttle was well positioned 
and the driving aesthetics are generally 
excellent. 
    Aluminium hulls can sometimes deliver 
a noisy ride, but with the R8s I literally 
forgot that I was on an metal hulled 
boat. The ride was superb, the handling 
impeccable and the driving experience 
first class. In short the R8s is an utterly 

area, although the cushions required 
to do so take up quite a bit of the space 
provided by the deep cockpit lockers 
located beneath this seating. There is 
also a table stored within these lockers 
to create a really nice family-sized 
seating area. 
    Overhead, the standard T Top offers 
sun protection to the helm and crew and, 
to a lesser extent, the aft seating area. Out 
back, the two-part, two-level bathing 
platform incorporates a pair of usefully 
sized wet lockers, a sturdy bathing ladder 
and the standard matt-black watersports 
bracket.

Underway
Taking your place at the helm of the R8s is 

performance    

RPM 
 

Knots LPH GPH MPG Range 
(nm)

600 2.9 3.2 0.70 4.14 195
1000 5.0 6.9 1.52 3.29 155
1500 6.9 12.4 2.73 2.53 119
2000 7.5 20.0 4.40 1.70 80
2500 9.6 26.7 5.87 1.64 77
3000 17.5 32.3 7.11 2.46 116
3500 24.8 37.6 8.27 3.00 141
4000 30.5 47.3 10.4 2.93 138
4500 41.0 68.4 15.0 2.73 128
5000 46.4 78.0 17.2 2.69 126
5500 49.8 110.8 24.4 2.04 96
5700 52.9 125.0 27.5 1.92 90

As tested 100% fuel 0% Water 2 crew F2-3
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ENQUIRIES: Ideal Boat Tel: 01758 703013 www.idealboat.com

it as a hat. By comparison, the R8s feels 
like your granny could drive it, and drive 
it fast, without any real drama. I haven’t 
had as much fun driving a boat for a long 
time and did not want to relinquish the 
helm when my test was up. Normally my 
boating is all about carrying my kitchen, 
bedroom and bathroom with me, but for 
the R8s I would happily make an exception, 
pack a toothbrush and book into a B&B. 
I came away with the same sort of buzz 
you get after having a track day driving 
experience. It felt like a Ferrari, to my Ford, 
a Lamborghini to my Land Rover. I have 
often toyed with the idea of a little sporty 
two-seater sports car for days out and 
summer fun. The Husky R8s is the aquatic 

equivalent and, while it may be a similar 
price to a decent used Ferrari, you can at 
least enjoy it to its maximum without fear of 
losing your licence.

competent sports boat that is nigh-on 
impossible to fault and will deliver just 
about as good a helming experience as you 
will encounter. 
    While we are specifically looking at 
the ‘s’ version of this boat, it is worth 
remembering that the standard R8 model 
offers a very similar package, albeit with 
a few less features as ‘standard’ and a 
maximum engine size that would leave 
you with 50hp less under your right hand. 
The R8 with 300hp on the back will lose 
you around five knots on the top speed, 
delivering a still exhilarating 48 knots, and 
will, undoubtedly, be equally competent 
and almost as much fun to drive. So if 
you want a piece of this action, but can’t 

Practical features abound, with easy 
access onboard from all directions

quite reach the near £100k asking price, 
the standard R8 will provide a very similar 
experience, while also leaving a reasonably 
hefty bulge in your wallet.

Conclusion
Like the R5, I finished the test with a real 
desire to add an R8s to my personal fleet, 
but for a host of different reasons. The R5 
was exceptionally competent, and a great 
little runabout or day boat. The R8s is 
equally competent, but in a more visceral 
way. I have driven and competed in a race 
boat that only managed a few knots more 
than the Husky, and it needed actively 
driving, high levels of concentration and 
careful handling if you didn’t want to wear 

The Husky R8s left us grinning from ear to ear, 
and that is what boating is all about
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