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Finnmaster P6
Length (LOA): 6.35m / 20ft 10in
Beam: 2.29m / 7ft 6in
Weight: 1,140 kg
Fuel capacity: 150 litres
Water capacity: 10 litres (optional)
RCD category: C8
Engine as tested: single Yamaha F130
Other engine options: Single outboard 
115hp to 150hp
Price from £45,695
Price tested £49,989 

BOAT TEST          

By Alex Smith
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It was all sunshine, butterflies and 
light-footed levity as we drove past 
Conwy en route to our date with the 

Finnmaster P6. But, on arrival at Pwllheli 
marina, just 25 minutes later, our perfect 
spring day had died a savage death. In its 
place, a cold Force 5 was building from 
the east, whipping the water into fierce 
white peaks and shrouding Snowdonia’s 
vast backdrop in a pale mist.
    It is certainly not the weather you 
would choose for a day out on a 20-
foot leisure boat (especially when you’re 
dressed for something much balmier) 
but there are at least two reasons for 

optimism. Firstly, Finnmaster’s boats 
are designed and built in Finland, which 
has a thoroughly deserved reputation 
as the proving ground for some of the 
world’s most capable four-season boats. 
And secondly, the ‘P’ in the model name 
‘P6’ stands for ‘Pilothouse’, which means 
that, while the guys on our support RIB 
will be grimacing through cold, salt-
drenched lips, we will be tucked up in 
the welcome security of a year-round 
Nordic commuter. Even so, with the 
winds continuing to pick up, it’s best we 
get out there before our test day becomes 
completely untenable. 

“Finnmaster’s new baby 
6-metre pilot proved itself in 

some fierce Snowdonian slop” 

Its ability in challenging seas is remarkable. 
Internal headroom is in excess of 6ft

Sea boat credentials 
As we move out through the Pwllheli 
shallows, it becomes plain that, even in a 
steep, aggressive and irregular chop, the 
P6 is remarkably assured. Despite the use 
of a relatively modest Yamaha F130 with 
its standard alloy prop, we’re on the plane 
in a shade over five seconds and cruising 
beyond the 20-knot mark in around ten. 
True, we were not in a position to exceed 
25 knots for any sustained period, because 
the conditions don’t allow it and meaning 
our own test figures are short on detail at 
the top end, but in terms of the P6’s innate 
controllability and the comfort that brings 

https://finnmaster.fi/en/b/grp-boats/cabin-en/finnmaster-p6/
https://finnmaster.fi/en
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“A reassuring performer, 
with no flightiness in some 

very lively conditions”

Yamaha’s F130 is quite a modest 
option for the P6. Visibility from 
the helm is excellent

for the passengers, things feel very 
sound indeed.
    For instance, in a head sea, there is 
no flightiness to the bow at all, and 
yet in a following sea, there is plenty 
of forward buoyancy to keep the 
nose clear of the troughs without any 
moments of frantic bow steerage. Turn 
across the water to give it a fresh challenge 
and, even in a lively beam sea, with the 
chop charging in hard, relaxed tweaks 
to the tabs, leg angle and steering wheel 
enable us to make fast, composed and 
surprisingly comfortable progress. 
    The helm seat’s wings are so shallow 
that they make no real difference to your 
lateral stability in the event of a side 
impact from a wave, but it’s testament to 
the calibre of the helming experience that 

this barely registers. The starboard ledge 
is well placed for your throttle arm, the 
moulded foot brace enables you to push 
yourself securely against the backrest and 
the controls are all beautifully positioned. 
In fact, even as we negotiate the seascape 
at pace, the ride remains relaxed enough 
for me to pay attention to the features 
around me, like the under-dash storage 
netting; like the matt grey dash panel with 
its generous space for plotter upgrades, 

like the twin sunroofs overhead, and like 
the excellent placement of the trim tab 
switch, in the perfect spot, just ahead 
of my throttle hand. The all-round 
visibility is also outstanding, courtesy of 
a steeply angled three-piece screen with 
narrow mullions and a pair of panoramic 
one-piece side windows. And while, 
in isolation, these are little more than 
pleasant asides, in combination, their 
ergonomic impact makes the P6 helming 
experience not just secure, comfortable 
and intuitive but genuinely good fun.  

From bow to stern
Tear yourself away from the helm and 
it’s impressive how easy it is to make 
your way around this boat. At bow and 
stern, traction is excellent, courtesy of 

the spongy grey ‘plank-style’ deck lining 
underfoot, and there are also lots of useful 
grabbing points to hand. In both the 
forward and aft cockpits, deepset decks 
are lined with guardrails that terminate 
at around 0.75m in height, bringing 
them well up around your upper thigh. 
The walkway between the two ends of 
the boat takes a direct course through 
the pilothouse with headroom of six-
foot plus and, as you might expect of a 
Nordic family cruiser, there are plenty 
of dedicated embarkation points - three 
at the bow and a further four in the aft 
cockpit, all with elevated grabbing points 
and reliable underfoot tread. 
In terms of layout, the cabin, of course, 
remains the dominant force. In the 
absence of any external walkways, it 

RPM 
 

Knots LPH GPH MPG Range 
(nm)

Noise

700 (idle) 2.4 1.3 0.29 8.28 273 60.6
1000 3.7 2.1 0.46 8.04 265 63.4
1500 5.8 4.1 0.90 6.44 212 69.4
2000 6.4 5.4 1.19 5.38 177 69.3
2500 7.4 8.7 1.91 3.87 127 70.6
3000 11.8 13.9 3.06 3.85 127 77.6
3500 18.7 15.9 3.50 5.34 176 85.2
4000 23.4 19.1 4.20 5.57 183 86.0
4500 28.5 25.1 5.52 5.16 170 87.4
5000 31.1 33.4 7.35 4.23 139 n/a
5500 34.7 42.2 9.28 3.74 123 n/a
5700 36.3 44.2 9.72 3.73 123 n/a

performance    
As tested 45% fuel 0% water 4 crew Force 4
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and seat backs to create a huge transverse 
double bed measuring 2.16m in length 
and 1.18m in width, and the helm seat 
can be folded forward, providing access 
to a sink and optional stove unit, built 
into the seat base. Better still, in a pleasing 
nod to ease of ownership, the fact that 
the various cushion panels use rigid bases 
means you don’t have to mess around with 
independent lids and separate cushions 
when you want to access storage spaces or 
reconfigure the layout. 
    Back aft, the stern cockpit might be 
relatively short but it makes up for that 

with long swim platforms on both sides 
of the engine well, which add a full metre 
to the cockpit length, more than doubling 
it from 0.87 to 1.86m. The fact that these 
platforms are raised also helps generate 
extra room for some deep, generously 
sized storage compartments; and the 
provision of an elevated C-shaped rail 
around the leading edge of the outboard 
engine provides an even greater level of 
security.
    The forward cockpit is equally practical 
in terms of its space management, sharing 
a similar depth to the aft cockpit and 

occupies the full beam of the boat, which 
forces you to access the midships cleats 
by reaching aft from the bow deck. But 
the internal benefits of that arrangement 
are stark. With a three-person diner to 
port and a pair of single starboard seats, 
one behind the other, you get no fewer 
than five sheltered, forward-facing seats, 
enabling everyone in a sensibly sized 
family to travel in comfort when the 
weather turns.
    It’s flexible too. The co-pilot seat can be 
reversed to face aft, the entire stern seating 
section can be reorganised with seat bases 

A versatile pocket wheelhouse. Its secure 
forward deck with seating, fender storage and 
boarding ability is great for family boating or 
fishing. Security in the aft cockpit is outstanding
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than this. As well as being fun to drive, 
the P6 has seakeeping abilities that go 
comfortably beyond its size, price or 
appearance. Although we were unable to 
make sustained fast speed runs on our test 
day, we have been supplied some figures 
for this combination from our friends at 
Venemestari magazine in the boat’s native 
Finland, so we know that the P6 is capable 
of reaching an impressive 36 knots. True, 
it could do with some extra cup holders, a 
more intelligent stern ladder and a more 
robust forward door catch, and those in 
search of stylistic sophistication might 
also find her looks a bit sensible and 
workmanlike. But if you upgrade the P6 

providing nearly 1.3 metres in length from 
the lofty forward cabin door to the user-
friendly step-through forepeak. There are 
an additional couple of boarding steps built 
into the leading edge of the pilothouse, plus 
an easy-access line locker and an additional 
fender basket to port, which mirrors the 
one to starboard in the aft cockpit. My only 
concern revolves around the door itself, 
which could do with a more reliable catch. 
In seas like this, it came untethered more 
than once and swung shut with tremendous 
force, so the installation of a failsafe 
alternative to prevent accidental release 
would be a worthwhile tweak.
    Elsewhere, despite generally well-
developed levels of user practicality, it 
would be handy if the helm seat could 
feature a swivel function to add some extra 
value to the social flexibility of the dinette. 
It would also be good to see a few more 
cupholders, particularly at the port table, 
where there are none at all. And the rigid, 
low-slung stern ladder also seems like a 

slightly odd choice. Even with its lower 
half hinged upwards and tethered out of 
the way, it remains dipped in the water, 
kicking up a messy little rooster tail. Given 
that no water makes its way inboard, it’s 
not exactly problematic but it’s needlessly 
inefficient, so an upgrade here would be 
well worth the effort. 

Conclusion
A year-round boater on a sensible 
family budget can’t reasonably expect 
much more from a six-metre platform 

Easy-access draining storage for ropes at the bow

A remarkable and affordable wheelhouse cruiser

with a Yamaha F150, a port wiper, a bow 
ladder, some aft seats and a portaloo, you 
have a real miniature explorer that can still 
put a smile on your face when the weather 
decides to throw an unscheduled tantrum. 
For less than £54,000, that’s a distinctly 
impressive trick.

http://clickmetertracking.com/8ok0

