








driving experience is very Scandinavian 
with a good ride and a solid feel, and the 
hull deals with confused waters and short 
chop with ease. The engine is very quiet at 
idle, so quiet in fact that you would think 
it wasn't running. Open up the throttles 
though, and it comes to life with a roar, 
being particularly growly above 5000 rpm. 
Running in the low 20's the T8 delivers a 
quiet and unfussed ride. 25 knots feels like 
a relaxing stroll in the park. Seated helming 
is very comfortable and well protected by 
the screen, with any wind, rain or spray 
passing safely overhead. Lift the bolster and 
a standing driving position works well also, 
although with your head above the screen 
you do now get, not just the wind in your 
hair, but a full on face full of it, together 
with any spray or rain that it's carrying. 

Despite the 300hp, the 40 knots top 
speed and the good acceleration, the T8 
didn't quite hit the spot as an out and out 
performance boat. The engine had to work 
quite hard to deliver the performance and 

The bow docking lights are one of the many great 
design features of the Finnmaster TS 

the boat wasn't really properly in its stride 
until it was pulling 4000rpm, leaving just 
the top end of the rev range to play with. 

Conclusion 

The T8 felt more like a fast sportscruiser 
than the performance sportsboat that I 
was expecting. Maybe that's missing the 
point though. A full-on performance 
boat is hardly the most practical of 
vessels, and with the T8 you do get a 
decent mix of performance and a good 

turn of speed, plus all of the practical 
features you would normally only find on 
a bloated sportscruiser. It does this while 
keeping its low profile sleek looks, which 
is where the compromises come in. You 
can't have cruiser style accommodation 
and headroom, without the accompanying 
exterior bulk. To my mind the T8 is perhaps 
trying a little too hard to be all things to 
all helmsmen. Eight metres is big for a 
sportsboat and, once you have added all the 
weight of the creature comforts it comes 
packaged with, it feels like it has lost just a 
little of what the essence of a sportsboat is, 
its performance, its nimbleness, its sheer 
fun. Don't misunderstand me, there is 
nothing wrong with the T8, and like I said 

Sportsboat or sportscruiser? The TS appears to 
sit somewhere in between 

earlier, there is plenty very right with it, it's 
just that it doesn't quite seem to know what 
it is. It is perhaps, very much like the Alfa 
Romeo I mentioned at the beginning, not 
perfect, but still very desirable. 
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