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Length (LOA): 5.94m / 19ft 6in
Beam: 2.29m / 7ft 6in
Displacement: 780 kg (ex engine)
Fuel capacity: 110 litres 
Engine options: Single outboard 100-175hp 
Test engine: 1 x 100hp and 1 x 150hp 
RCD category: C
Price from £22,158 
Price as tested 100hp £25,000
Price as tested 150hp £34,900 

BOAT TEST          

Saxdor 200 Sport
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What do you get if you cross a PWC with a 
RIB and a sportsboat? I don’t know either, 
but if I was a betting man I would say the 

answer might be something along the lines of the 
new Saxdor 200 Sport. I know it’s not jet drive, and 
I know it doesn’t have a rubber tube around the 
outside, in fact it looks pretty much all sportsboat 
on initial inspection, but get behind the wheel and 
take it out onto the water and the 200 Sport seems to 
encapsulate features from all three. 
    So what is Saxdor? It’s a brand from Finland and 
if you think it has some design elements you have 
seen elsewhere you could be right. The name behind 
the brand is Sakari Mattila, a founding partner and 
original designer of Axopar, and a history with other 
Nordic boat marques such as Aquador, Paragon and 

XO. At the launch, back in March, Saxdor 
were introduced as a new era in affordable 
boating and, if their first offering is 
anything to go by, they may just have 
succeeded.
    The 20ft Saxdor 200 Sport is the first of 
three planned hulls, the others being 32ft 
and 40ft, spawning between them eight 
models to be launched over the next two 
years. The 200 is available in two versions, 
the Sport, as tested, and the Pro Sport that 
offers a few extra features and upgrades 
as standard. The options list is reasonably 
short and simple, with just a few items to 
ponder over, which we’ll talk through as 
we go through the boats features. Engine 

“Futuristic, fun, fast 
and on the water 

from £22k, 
what’s not to like?”

options are all single Mercury outboards 
and range from 100hp to 175hp. There are 
two layout options on the 200. The one we 
tested here is the three seat ‘scooter’ style 
layout, with three in a row jockey seats. 
The other option is a four seat version 
with twin bucket seats at the helm, each 
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also coming with it on the forward deck. 
Cockpit storage is mostly taken care of 
by the under seat voids, one large central 
locker on the three seat model and two 
lockers on the four seat version. There is 
also a locker in the gunwale on each side 
aft, both of which are self-draining and 
large enough to swallow up fenders and 
ropes. The port one comes with a plug 
in the bottom to allow it to also be used 
as an ice chest, fish locker or baitwell. At 
the helm there is a multi-section storage 
bag below the steering wheel for bits and 
bobs that you might need easy access to 

while underway. There is also a hatch 
in the deck sole aft that provides access 
to the boat’s battery, fuel filter etc, and 
could also be used for additional storage, 
if needed. If that is not enough space to 
store your stuff, don’t worry. We haven’t 
even mentioned this boat’s main storage 
feature yet. In front of the helm, the whole 
front deck lifts to reveal what can best be 
described as a cavernous locker that is 
large enough to take just about anything 
you could possibly need for a days fun on 
the water, be that fishing gear, wakeboards, 
skis, or inflatable donuts. The top of this 
hatch can be fitted with sunpad cushions 
and, in a clever twist, the locker below 
offers exactly the same footprint, to allow 
those cushions to be stored down here, 
out of the way when not needed.  With the 
cushions in place inside the locker, you 
could well be thinking, ‘that looks a bit 
like a cabin’. If you are, you are not alone. 
The designers have had the same thought 

and have created a tent option. With the 
hatch open, and the cushions in place, the 
tent fixes around the opening and provides 
a double berth of over 6ft in length. With 
this option you also get a glazed panel in 
the hatch lid to provide additional light, 
a 12-volt outlet and some lighting. There 
may even be the possibility for some kind 
of toilet facility, although that has not 
made it onto the options list yet. Options 
that are currently available include a targa 
arch, with T-top or soft top, a sunshade 
roof for the foredeck, a watersports tower 
aft and a 36-litre cooler, which you can 
only have with the four seat layout.
    At the helm there are no traditional 
engine instruments, and the standard 
boat just comes with Mercury Vessel View 
Mobile to allow you to display instruments 
on a suitable mobile device. Alternatively, 
from the options list, you can have a 
9-inch Simrad display that provides all the 
usual navigational or fish finding options, 

with a lifting bolster, and a twin bench seat 
behind. 
    Both versions have an open transom, 
which makes getting onboard from the 
stern pretty easy. If you want to board 
over the side, there is a large flat surface 
on the gunwale, almost the full cockpit 
length, that can be topped with non-slip 
deck material. This makes boarding the 
boat more akin to a RIB, where you step 
on the tube before stepping down into 
the cockpit. The cockpit sole from the 
helm aft is equipped with soft non-slip 
decking as standard, with the Pro-sport 

There is good, accessible storage for a small boat, even without the huge bow locker-cum-cabin
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The bow locker offers great storage or, with the 
tent option, converts into a two-berth cabin

The screen adjusts for varying 
degrees of weather protection, the 

lights and cleats pop out too

Underway
We had quite a unique opportunity to 
test two versions of the same boat on 
our test day. Equipment levels were very 
similar, the only difference being that 
one was fitted with the entry level 100hp 
motor, while the other had a 150hp on the 
transom. Starting with the 150 equipped 
boat it was clear that it was eager to 
perform. A little twitch on the throttle 
and it wanted to get up and go. It was like 
an excitable puppy on a lead. Once clear 

of any speed restriction, I was able to let 
it off the leash and boy was it fun. The 
acceleration was brisk, getting onto the 
plane in three seconds, hitting 20 knots 
just 1 second later and reaching 30 knots 
in 7 seconds overall. There is an unusual, 
barely discernible, quirkiness to the 
boat’s handling. I can’t put my finger on 
what it was, possibly a result of its twin-
stepped hull, or maybe a result of that 
vertical bow slicing through the chop, but 
whatever it was it was soon forgotten as 
I put the boat through its paces. Saxdor’s 
Finnish website uses the word ‘scooter’ 
quite a bit when talking about the 200, 
and in many ways I can see where they 
are coming from. It gives you the fun and 
excitement of a PWC, it can also give you 
the same wet feet if you stop too quickly 
or go too fast in reverse, but offers the 
driving experience of a sportsboat or 
RIB. It’s actually quite hard to pigeon 

plus all of your engine instruments using 
Mercury’s Vessel View Link. If you prefer, 
you can opt for twin Simrad Go9s to allow 
dedicated instrument and navigational 
displays. Even with twin displays, the 
helm console still has plenty of space for 
additional kit, whether that’s one of the 
optional Fusion entertainment packages 
or a VHF radio. In front of the helm a 
tall windscreen can be slid up or down 
depending upon your preference for wind 
in the hair or full protection. 
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The driving position is comfortable, 
and the sliding windscreen offers great 
protection when raised, and surprisingly 
good protection even when lowered. Yes 
occasionally a little bit of spray reaches 
you, more so with the screen down, but 
we found the faster you go, the dryer the 
ride, which is a great excuse for keeping 
that throttle working. The ‘scooter’ style 
seating is more comfortable than you 
might think and, despite the backrests 
being quite low, they provide excellent 
support just where you need it, on your 
lower back. The slightly raised and angled 
footrest is perfectly designed to allow you 
to plant your feet flat for maximum grip, 

while pushing against them for security. 
If you prefer to stand, the 200 also offers a 
very comfortable helming position in this 
regard, with the wheel and throttle still 
seemingly perfectly placed despite having 
no adjustment. The steering is light and 
precise, and the shift and throttle is cable 
operated, which I prefer on small fast 
boats as it offers a more ‘connected’ feel 
and easier, more positive, control when it 
gets a bit bouncy.
    Stepping from the 150hp powered boat 
into the model with 100hp, I found much 
the same experience. Acceleration was still 
good, albeit a little slower at 4 seconds to 
plane, 6 seconds to 20 knots and 9 seconds 

“The 100hp will 
deliver decent 
performance, 
but the hull is 

good for more ”

to 25 knots, but the eagerness to get going, 
the fun of driving it and the way it handles 
were all very comparable. In both cases 
you could happily push the throttle all the 
way forward and keep going straight into 
the chop, and any passing wake, flat out. 
It’s just that on the 100hp version you are 
going around 9 knots slower.
    With either engine, the 200 seems to 
require very little trim, with just a touch in 
normal operation and maybe a little touch 
more when in a following sea to ensure 
you keep that vertical prow from carving 
through the back of the waves. At slow 
speeds the 200 tracks nice and straight, 
and at close quarters, it handles easily and 

hole it. You can throw it around safe in 
the knowledge that if you push it too fast 
and too tight into a turn it just appears to 
bring everything back under control with 
a little bit of prop ventilation, before it 
has a chance to slip out or hook, but also 
without loosing so much speed that it feels 
like you have been reprimanded. 
    The hull is as soft riding as you will find, 
not just on a 20 foot boat, but also many 
boats considerably larger. Nothing on our 
test day seemed to faze it. Of course it will 
have its limit, but we didn’t manage to find 
it with the conditions presented to us and, 
I suspect when you do reach it, you would 
really prefer to be back on shore anyway. 

RPM 
 

Knots LPH GPH MPG Range 
(nm)

700 (idle) 2.7 1.7 0.37 7.3 177
1000 4.2 3.1 0.68 6.2 150
1500 6.0 5.0 1.10 5.5 133
2000 7.2 8.2 1.80 4.0 97
2500 11.6 11.3 2.49 4.6 111
3000 17.7 14.4 3.17 5.6 135
3500 21.4 17.2 3.78 5.7 138
4000 26.1 24.0 5.28 4.9 118
4500 29.2 30.6 6.73 4.3 104
5000 33.1 36.4 8.01 4.1 99
5500 35.6 42.8 9.41 3.8 92
6000 39.0 54.8 12.1 3.2 77

performance       150Hp
As tested 95% fuel, 1 crew, Force 3

RPM 
 

Knots LPH GPH MPG Range 
(nm)

700 (idle) 2.1 1.4 0.31 6.8 165
1000 3.4 2.3 0.51 6.7 162
1500 4.6 3.5 0.77 6.0 145
2000 5.5 5.3 1.17 4.7 113
2500 6.9 8.2 1.80 3.8 92
3000 11.1 10.2 2.24 4.9 118
3500 15.4 13.6 2.99 5.2 126
4000 19.9 18.1 3.98 5.0 121
4500 22.9 22.1 4.86 4.7 113
5000 26.2 26.4 5.81 4.5 109
5500 30.1 32.6 7.17 4.2 101

performance       100Hp
As tested 40% fuel, 1 crew, Force 3 
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ENQUIRIES: Ideal Boat Sales Ltd Tel: 01759 703013 www.idealboat.com

needed, with just a little in reserve for when 
you want to push it beyond.

Conclusion
Starting with the 200, may turn out to be a 
masterstroke by Saxdor. The price is truly 
affordable and the performance is simply 
sublime. Trading up within a brand is one 
of the most common ways buyers of new 
boats venture into larger boat ownership, 
and I simply cannot see how any 200 owner 
that finds they have a bit of extra cash 
would not automatically consider one of 
the larger models. We haven’t driven them 
yet, quite simply because they don’t exist 
at this time, but if a company can get so 

much right in a 20 footer, things are looking 
very bright indeed for the next two models. 
I only have to look at the rendition of the 
320GTO on the website and, having driven 
the 200, I want one already.

predictably too. 
    I have rarely felt so confident in such 
a small boat, at quite fast speeds, in what 
was sometimes quite choppy conditions. 
We had a Force 3-4 in Southampton 
Water, which in itself was throwing up 
that usual short, sharp Solent chop. 
Added to this we encountered some 
quite large rolling wake from big vessels 
transiting the River Test, one such event 
happening during my full throttle test 
run, and, once I had a feel for the boat I 
never needed to back off the throttle. For 
a sub 20 footer, that is capable of speeds 
approaching 40 knots, that is borderline 
astonishing. Many ‘entry-level’ boats 
come with a sort of sensibility about 
them, which is often the very thing that 
makes them so great for beginners. They 
may even be considered boring by the 
more experienced. The Saxdor 200 doesn’t 
have that. It is mad, huge fun and fast, but 
still somehow manages to combine this 
with safe and sensible ride and handling, 
which makes it a brilliant boat for the first 
timer. The fact that it would also make a 

great fun second boat, or weekend toy, for 
the more experienced, just reinforces what 
a fantastic job the designer and builder has 
done. If there is one criticism I could make, 
it is that the boat is so good that it cries out 
for the larger engine. The hull deserves the 
power to match its capability and, as such, 
the entry level 100hp motor feels a bit mild. 
Of course 30 knots in a 20 footer is still 
plenty of fun, it’s just that it does it with 
such ease that you may well find yourself 
using all 100 horses almost all of the time. 
The 115hp could possibly be a sweet spot 
in the line-up, offering 30 knots where 

The Saxdor 200 Sport offers the fun of a PWC 
with the practicalities of a RIB or sportsboat

Options. Targa arch, T-top and watersports pole

https://httpslink.com/psms

